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Fall 2010
Barry University – Department of Psychology

Syllabus --PSY 281--INTRODUCTION TO PSYCHOLOGY                        

	CLASS HOURS:  Monday, Wednesday, & Friday 11:00-12:00 & 12:00-1:00pm
CLASSROOM: Library 166
OFFICE: Adjunct Faculty Office             WEBSITE: www.mindandbodypsychology.com
PHONE: 832-594-7673 (M) 

E-MAIL: DrRoseHuber@hotmail.com 

     

OFFICE HOURS: I am available at least 15 minutes before and after class. I also have access to a shared part-time faculty office that we schedule a time to meet individually. The latter is by appointment only.


Course Description: 
Survey of general principles human behavior, including the study of the nervous system, perception, learning, emotion, personality, and mental disorders.

Textbook:

Ciccarelli, S.K. & White, J.N. (2010). Psychology An Exploration. New Jersey: Pearson.

Relationship of course to university mission: 
This course offers students the opportunity to explore human thought, emotion and behavior in order to formulate important questions and discover meaningful answers, such as what is the role of biology in human behavior. Students will be encouraged to apply their skills and knowledge through critical reading, writing assignments and discussion. Students will be guided to solve individual, interpersonal and societal problems. For example, can learning about memory improve student's academic performance?  Introduction to Psychology fulfills the mission of the department and the university to be thoughtful, contributing citizens of the world.

Psychology Departmental Learning Goals Addressed In This Class 
1. Theory and Content of Psychology. Students will demonstrate familiarity with the major concepts, theoretical perspectives, empirical findings, and historical trends in psychology.

2. Critical Thinking Skills in Psychology. Students will respect and use critical and creative thinking, skeptical inquiry, and, when possible, the scientific approach to solve problems related to behavior and mental processes.

3. Communication Skills. Students will be able to communicate effectively in a variety of forms.

4. Sociocultural and International Awareness. Students will recognize, understand, and respect the complexity of sociocultural and international diversity.

5. Personal Development. Students will develop insight into their own and others’ behavior and mental processes and apply effective strategies for self-management and self-improvement.

Distribution/General Education Learning Goals Addressed In This Class 

1. To develop a critical understanding of individual and social behavior through the concepts, theories, and methods of the social and behavioral sciences. 

2. To demonstrate oral and written communicative competence in the fundamental concepts and ideas of the social and behavioral sciences. 

3. To identify and define the principles and strategies that can create more compassionate interpersonal relationships and social institutions based on equity and social justice. 

Distribution/General Education Learning Outcome 
To assess these goals, students will work with an important concept related to this course. Each student will be broken into groups of 2-4 to chose their topic to present to the class and write about it in paper format. The student will prepare a written (2 page minimum typed APA-style pages) and oral presentation of this concept (5 to 10 minutes each student). The presentation and paper will need to include definitions; theories that are most closely related;  methods by which psychologists understand the concept or have studied it;  how it has been applied in the lecture and/or readings; one or more original applications (the student describes how it can be applied in ways not explicitly covered in the course); and an explanation of how one’s knowledge of this psychological concept can be used in order to forge more compassionate interpersonal relationships and how social institutions could be improved through the application of this knowledge. The rubric for grading this assignment is attached to this syllabus.

General Course Objectives and Learning Outcomes

Course Objectives:

This course is designed to:

· Introduce the student to the underlying principles of the field of psychology 

· Introduce the major areas of fields in psychology including developmental, learning, social, and the biological basis of behavior

· Introduce basic concepts and terminology used in the field of psychology 

· Improve the student’s reading and writing skills, including introduction to the basics of APA style

· Prepare the student to analyze personal, social, and ethical phenomena from a psychological perspective 

· Introduce the scientific method as it is employed in psychology

· Help students apply critical thinking to the field of psychology

Learning Outcomes:

Students will be able to

· Recognize the underlying principles of the field

· Recognize or recall the basic concept and terminology used in the subfield of developmental, learning, social, and physiological psychology

· Recognize or recall aspects of the scientific method as they are used to guide psychological research

· Complete short papers using specified APA style guidelines

· Speak and write about selected concepts using terminology psychologists use

· Pass exams based on reading and lecture material

· Explain how the psychological perspective can be used to analyze personal, social, and ethical phenomena

Skills and writing components:
1. Reading and learning from text: students are expected to master content presented in the text (and get help from the Learning Center if necessary)

2. Learning from lecture, note-taking

3. Writing a short paper in clean prose.

4. Oral presentation

Learning Methods:

Reading, lecture, writing assignment, exams, discussion

Attendance Policy:
The School of Arts and Sciences adheres to the following attendance policy: A total of 6 class hours of absence will result in withdrawal with W, WP, or WF if within the designated withdrawal period, or with an automatic F if not. It is the student's responsibility to initiate the withdrawal during the designated withdrawal period. Otherwise, an F will be issued at the end of the term.
Academic Dishonesty Policy:

Cheating and Plagiarism
a. Cheating is defined as the attempt, successful or not, to give or obtain aid and/or information by illicit means in meeting any academic requirements, including examinations.

b. Plagiarism is defined as the use, without proper acknowledgment, of the ideas, phrases, sentences, or larger units of discourse from another writer or speaker.

Students are expected to know and abide by the policy as stated in the university catalogue and student handbook

Disability Statement:

Students with documented special learning needs may want to contact the Barry University Office of Services for Students with Disabilities 305-899-3489.
Student Behavior:

All Barry University students are expected to behave according to accepted norms that ensure a climate wherein all can exercise their right to learn. Such norms are set forth in the undergraduate catalogue, under School of Arts and Sciences, Guidelines for Student Conduct and Academic Responsibility. Please be sure that you have read and understood that section. No faculty member will tolerate classroom behavior that violates these norms. Such behavior will be grounds for withdrawal from the class, judicial proceedings, or failure of the course. If warranted, students engaging in such behavior will be removed from class by security personnel and may be required to undergo counseling.

Course Requirements and grading: 
Your grade in Psychology 281-01 will be determined by the following breakdown:

Chapter Exams (13 PsychLab)

20 points

Midterm Exam (comprehensive / in class)
30 points




Final Exam (comprehensive / in class)
30 points

Writing Assignment
 
           

10 points

Oral presentation



  5 points

Research participation



  5 points

TOTAL = 




100 points
There will be opportunities for extra credit pts throughout the course so keep your eyes and ears open! You can take the pre and post PsychLab Exams >70 on first try will result in 1 additional point on your chapter exams!
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Exams: 
There will be 13 PsychLab exams to be done on your own time for a total of 20 points. You will also have an in-class comprehensive midterm and final exam each worth 30 points. You are expected to arrive on time for all exams. You will only have the class period to complete your exam. If you arrive late for the exam, you will only have until the end of class.

Make-up Exams:
Missed exams will typically not be made up. I will, at my discretion, allow for make-up examinations in the case of a documented medical or personal emergency. Giving 24 hours notice when possible is advised. In general, no make-up exams!
Writing Assignment & Oral Presentation: 

You will be broken up into groups of 2-4 people (depending on class size) and asked to present and write on a topic within the chapter assigned. The writing assignment will include one collective paper for the entire group but each group member will need to write at least 2 written pages of the group paper. The writing assignments must be completed to pass the class! It will be completed in APA style, double-spaced, in Times New Roman 12pt font with 1 inch margins. You will need to work together in order to develop a well-writen comprehensive paper that flows as one paper. Your writing assignment should have an APA cover page and reference page. The writing assignment is due in typed hard copy form at the beginning of class on the assigned due date. Any assignment turned in after the instructor has collected assignments will receive a 10% deduction. An additional 10% deduction will be given for every additional day an assignment is late. Computer and printer problems can occur; plan ahead for any possible computer or printer difficulties. You can choose any topic within the chapter. You can present/write about anything related to that chapter including certain topics, research, how topics within the chapter relate to everyday living and/or current events.
Oral presentation will be given on the topic of your choice related to your oral presentation and will need to be at least 5-10 minutes each student and will typically occur on the last half of the class at the end of the chapter. You will each need to present on a portion of your group presentation. Please do not read! You can use power point or note cards. If you plan to present via power point, please load your ppt before class. Practice with someone before the presentation. It will be obvious if you have/have not practiced prior to the presentation. Use your creative thinking and make the presentation interesting. You can use role plays, games, videos, art, ect to get the class interested in your topic and will likely lead to better teaching.
Spelling, Grammar, and Format on Written Assignments: 
Poor grammar, disorganized structure, and careless spelling will all have an adverse effect on your grade. Proofread your paper before you turn it in. For additional assistance, the Learning Center offers assistance at all stages of the writing process. They are located at Garner 113.

Information on APA Style: Full APA guidelines can be found in the fifth edition of the Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association (2009). Help with APA style can be obtained from The Writing Center in Garner Hall. Tips on APA style can be found on the Barry University website.  Additionally, the instructor will pass out information on general tips for APA writing and can be found on my website.
Research Experience: 

Students are required to participate in research in one of two forms. 1) As a research participant, or 2) by helping a student with a research project. As a research participant the student will have the opportunity to earn 30- minute credit slips (good for all or part of 30 minutes) by enrolling/helping as a participant in an ongoing research project conducted at Barry’s Department of Psychology. Students are required to earn the equivalent of 5 credit slips (e.g., one long experiment might earn 4 if it takes 2 hours). Participation can be in person or at one of the following approved online sites: 

http://mailhost.barry.edu/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.socialpsychology.org
http://mailhost.barry.edu/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://psych.hanover.edu/research/exponnet.html
http://mailhost.barry.edu/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.lab-united.com
http://mailhost.barry.edu/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://genpsylab-wexlist.unizh.ch/
It is the student’s responsibility to obtain documentation of participation in research, which can include authorized credit slips or, for online research, a printout of the consent form. 

Schedule of Dates, Topics, and Assignments
	Date
	Topic
	Required to have done by class time

	08/30
	Introduction to course & syllabus
	

	09/01
	The Science of Psychology
	

	09/03
	The Science of Psychology
	

	09/06
	LABOR DAY
	NO CLASS

	09/08
	The Science of Psychology
	Chapter 1 EXAM
GROUP 1 PRESENTATION

	09/10
	The Behavioral Perspective
	

	09/13
	The Behavioral Perspective
	

	09/15
	The Behavioral Perspective
	Chapter 2 EXAM
GROUP 2 PRESENTATION

	09/17
	Sensation & Perception
	

	09/20
	Sensation & Perception
	

	09/22
	Sensation & Perception
	Chapter 3 EXAM
GROUP 3 PRESENATION

	09/24
	Learning
	

	09/27
	Learning
	

	09/29
	Learning
	Chapter 4 EXAM
GROUP 4 PRESENTATION

	10/01
	Memory
	

	10/04
	Memory
	

	10/06
	Memory
	Chapter 5 EXAM
GROUP 5 PRESENTATION

	10/08
	Conciousness & Cognition
	

	10/11
	Conciousness & Cognition
	

	10/13
	Conciousness & Cognition
	Chapter 6 EXAM
GROUP 6 PRESENTATION

	10/15
	FALL BREAK
	NO CLASS

	10/18
	Development Across the Life Span
	

	10/20
	Development Across the Life Span
	

	10/22
	Development Across the Life Span
	Chapter 7 EXAM

GROUP 7 PRESENATION

	10/25
	MIDTERM EXAM (in-class)
	MIDTERM EXAM

	10/27
	Motivation & Emotion
	

	10/29
	Motivation & Emotion
	

	11/01
	Motivation & Emotion
	Chapter 8 EXAM

GROUP 8 PRESENTATION

	11/03
	Stress & Health
	

	11/05
	Stress & Health
	

	11/08
	Stress & Health
	Chapter 9 EXAM

GROUP 9 PRESENTATION

	11/10
	Social Psychology
	

	11/12
	Social Psychology
	

	11/15
	Social Psychology
	Chapter 10 Exam

GROUP 10 PRESENTATION

	11/17
	Theories of Personality & Intelligence
	

	11/19
	Theories of Personality & Intelligence
	

	11/22
	Theories of Personality & Intelligence
	Chapter 11 EXAM
GROUP 11 PRESENTATION

	11/24
	Psychological Disorders
	GROUP PAPERS DUE!!

	11/26
	THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY
	NO CLASS

	11/29
	Psychological Disorders
	

	12/01
	Psychological Disorders
	Chapter 12 EXAM

GROUP 12 PRESENTATION

	12/03
	Psychological Therapies
	

	12/06
	Psychological Therapies
	

	12/08
	Psychological Therapies
	Chapter 13 EXAM

GROUP 13 PRESENTATION

	12/10
	LAST DAY of CLASS
	Research Credits DUE

	12/13
	FINAL EXAM
	Comprehensive Final Exam 

Chapters 1-13

	12/15
	FINAL EXAM
	Comprehensive Final Exam 

Chapters 1-13


PLEASE NOTE THAT ASSIGNMENTS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITH ADVANCE NOTICE
FROM THE INSTRUCTOR.
